
 

Christmas Greetings from In Touch Mission International 

John Newton, the profane slave ship Captain, found freedom from his sin and liberty in Christ when he was born again. Later, with a new 
tongue and Christ in his heart, he penned: “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds, in a believer’s ear! It soothes his sorrows, heals his 

wounds, and drives away his fear.” 

1 December 2005 

The Staff and Missionaries of IN TOUCH MISSION INTERNATIONAL send you 
greetings and best wishes for a Christ centered Christmas!  
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December 2005 

Dear Team, 
     The Zimbabwe Rally was a great success. We had to keep putting out more chairs as the Town 
Hall filled up. Mr. Ian Smith, former Prime Minister of Rhodesia, sent a written message to be read 
at the meeting. We had reports from the field team of their successful mission to deliver Bibles, 
food and medical supplies to starving Zimbabweans. 
     Steve Evers and Tim Keller are in Sudan at this writing, due home later this month. Their re-
ports of God’s blessing and protection on this trip are the stuff that books are made of. They have 
won many souls to Christ. In Uganda they evaded a riot and dodged an ambush where a Swedish 
missionary was killed by Muslim terrorists last month. God kept them safe in the war zones. We’ll 
have much more to tell you next month. 

Update on the “death threat” Court case. 
    On 11/17 Harriett, Peter Hammond and I visited the Police Station in Rondebosch at the invita-
tion of Detective Inspector Kotze. We wanted to say ‘Thank you’ for the professional way she is 
handling the case involving Muslim “death threats” against Dr. Hammond. She told us how very 
much she appreciates the multitude of letters, e-mails and faxes you have sent. She was greatly en-
couraged. The local authorities are amazed at the international response (from over six countries 
now) and the stack is growing! 
     Mrs. Kotze told us that this case has “helped me to better understand spiritual things.” She is a 
believer in Christ but her forensic research and detailed enquiries, which involved reading many of 
Peter’s books, have “brought me closer to the Lord.” 
     There is a critical physical need in her life that she shared with us. “I have been diagnosed with 
cancer and am scheduled for surgery on November 28.” Currently she is on medical leave from her 
forensic duties and undergoing chemotherapy, but intends to keep working on this case until after 
the hearing in order to present all the evidence she has accumulated. Peter read Psalm 20 and we all 
prayed for her in the Station office. 
     Her investigation has resulted in the arrest of 44-year old Rashid Kara, a top manager in a Jo-
hannesburg firm. She has uncovered his connection to a much larger terrorist organization with in-
ternational influence. Pray for this man. 
     The press deadline for this newsletter is two days before the case is scheduled to take place at 
the Wynberg Magistrate’s Court on 11/24, so I am unable to give you any details in that regard. 
Many thanks to all who have written to Detective Inspector Kotze. She has greatly appreciated your 
encouragement. She and her family need your prayers. 
 
Yours in His grip, 

 
 
 

Bill Bathman 
 
For Praise . . . 

PROJECT CURE’s medical container on its way to Poland (Maranatha Baptist). 
The impact your letters have had on Inspector Kotze and Professor Lazenby. 

 
For Prayer . . . 

Bill, Peter & Tim at the KwaSizabantu Youth Conference Dec. 9-16 (5,000 teenagers). 
Protection for the Hammond family after the trial, complete healing for Lenora. 
Complete healing for Inspector Kotze following surgery (11/28) for cancer. 


