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It’s astonishing how many churches today have exchanged agonizing in prayer for organizing the program;
substituted choreography for confession and replaced love and solace with lighting and sound. Worship has become a
PowerPoint production rather than a proclamation of the lifesaving Gospel of Jesus Christ. The diluted salt cannot
afford to lose any more of its savor. In the midst of a growing anti-Christian culture, unless we are prepared to face
and expose these glaring weaknesses, we need not be surprised if we are “ cast out” and trodden under

humanistic, God-hating, Christ-rejecting feet.

Tenderness After Trauma

SOUTH AFRICA I

The banner headline, above the fold,
on the front page of the CAPE
TIMES proclaimed: “ 43 children
raped a day.” More than 700 chil-
dren were murdered in South Africa
last year. A paltry 4.5% of rape cases
ended in conviction last year. That
was lower than the year before. The
conviction rate for murder was 13%.
On the same page there was a tragic
story of a 16-month old girl ab-
ducted, raped and abandoned on a
vacant lot in Cape Town.

Charles Ngakula, Minister of
Safety and Security gave these fig-
ures, in awritten reply to a parlia-
mentary question by Mike Waters,
MP of the Democratic Alliance.
“The statistics are absolutely shock-
ing” Waters noted. “It is horrific that
43 children a day were raped. It
means our culture is not changing -
our society is getting worse.”

“Itishorrific that 43
children a day were
raped...”

There is a myth among black men
that intercourse with a virgin will
cure AIDS. Since virgins are hard to

find these days, the prevalent age
for this kind of crime has dropped
dramatically. Last year ITMI re-
ported that six men had raped a 9 -
month old baby girl.

One of Eschol’s needy

In most cases, children are too
young or too traumatized to testify
in court against their attacker. Au-

thorities must rely on DNA testing.

Nqgakula admitted that thereis a

backlog of 16,600 DNA kits await-

ing analysis in police forensic
laboratories — “more than 9,000
have been outstanding for 71 days
or longer.”

Faced with this kind of legal
logjam, police and prosecutors are
persuading people not to continue
with rape cases. This sends the

wrong message to would-be rapists

who prow! the streets in growing
numbers.

What can be done? ITMI en-
dorses the ministry of Eshcol, led

by Graham and Jene Des Fountain.

They provide a home to care for
abused and abandoned childrenin
the Cape Town area. The large 5-
bedroom home they are renting has
been sold and they must find alter-
native shelter by the end of this
month. It would of course be prefer-
able to buy, but until the funds are
available they will need to find an-
other place to rent - soon!

Graham shared with us recently
some things he’s learned along the
way, for example, “The most fright-
ening moment for a child who has
experienced long term trauma, such
as rape on a constant basis at home,
is the moment she faces her Emer-
gency Care Father for the first
time.” He paused and wiped a tear
as he remembered watching little
Maria on the arm of her Social
Worker, walking up the path to Esh-
col.

“Apprehensively she approached
the door and smiled at Jene’s warm
and inviting welcome. Then she
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