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They took note that these men had been with Jes4a:13For Peter and John it was the morning
after they had benefited the man in the handicakim@aspace outside the Church by telling him, the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and Wdkdid so immediately! The miracle caused quittia
Peter used the opportunity to preach the Gosplehgehe crowd, “There is no other name under legav
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Capl@eall by your life, the kind of company you k&ep

Growing Up in Eastern Europe

ROMANIA I from Christian homes. Ema’s dad |
is Dr. Nick Gheorghita, Roma- il

Against the background of a ruth- nia’s number one endocrinologist
less, communist dictatorship, where¢ and former Pastor of Emanuel
Christians were persecuted, Bibles Baptist Church in Oradea. Adrian
confiscated, pastors tortured and has his doctorate from Trinity
imprisoned, Churches burned and Evangelical Divinity School
bulldozed, we often referred to that (TEDS) in Deerfield, lllinois.

time as the “Dark Days.” Yet out of Ema has her Masters from Whea

all that, God has given unto them ton. Dr. Nick and Bill,

beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for The Bans have a multifaceted Two old friends sharing the
mourning, the garment of praise for ministry. Adrian (known to his pulpit like in the old days.

the spirit of heaviness...that He friends as Adi) lectures on severa

might be glorifiedisaian 61:3 subjects at Emanuel University in prayer life. She teaches English to

Some of the beauty emerging Oradea, under the leadership of preschool kids (ages 4 and 5) and
from these ashes includes ITMI's  our long time friend, Dr. Paul Ne- in her spare time is translating
Dr. Adrian Ban and his wifeEma.  grut. EUO is the largest Christian Bill's book, Going Throughinto
Theirs is a Christian success story university in Europe. He serves Romanian.
that needs to be told. Both came on the Board of Elders at Em- In addition to their individual
manuel Baptist Church (EBC) ministries, Adi and Ema pioneered
where he recently began oversee a Pre-Marital class at their church,
ing the Sunday School program which they jointly teach. Last year
involving about 1,000 children.  they launched a ministry geared to
EBC is the largest Baptist Church families with young children

in Europe, East or West. called Family Fellowship Bible
Ema sings in the choir at EBC Study Group that meets in their

and writes the monthly Choir home. Recently they began a

Newsletter. She is actively in- Young Couples Fellowship, for

volved in two women'’s prayer newly weds. This is the next logi-
groups learning how to pray for cal step to follow the Premarital
their husbands and keeping ac- Seminar. They have 12 couples
countable to God in their own who attend on a regular basis.




Seventy-two hours before Valentine’s Day ~ Administrator, did not put up much of a fight, in
we received an anonymous tip that our very owntKris fact she seemed to go quite willingly!”

Messick might be the target of a kidnapping plot Saturday morning, while enjoying his second

sometime on Friday the 13th. Naturally, we were all  cup of coffee, Bill's phone rang in Cape Town. It

very concerned. was Kristi and David on a speaker-phone in
Our President, Bill Bathman, wrote from Afri¢st ~ Tempe. “We're Engaged!” they joyfully

would be exceeding ‘bad luck’ on Friday thé"18 exclaimed! David had asked Kristi to be his

lose any ‘single’ strategic person in our officaidhit permanent Valentine!

just happens that Friday the™i3 the day before Val-
entine’s Day. Am | missing something here?”

Some background: last summer Kristi and a very
fine young man, David Blanchard, whom she had met
at church began to deepen their friendship. It was
spiring to watch their wholesome relationship depel
over the months.

Late Friday evening Bill received an e-maildape
Town from Debbie Henry, ITMI's Assistant Adminis-
trator and Kristi’'s co-worker. It read, “The kidnzgy
showed up at approximately 11:15 AM, armed with a
huge bouquet of roses. The targeted victim, ITMI's

(Continued from page 1)
In this way they are strengthening
the foundation of the Church.

The Bans have three fine boys;
Andi in 2" grade, Eduard in pre-
School (who kept going into Andi’s
class and telling everyone “I'm in
the second grade!”) and Tommy
who three times a week (while
mommy teaches English in pre-
school) attends “Grandma and
Grandpa’s Special School for Little
Boys.” bowed. His condition was diag-

Moldova. Pavel is now a mission-
ary to Bulgaria and in dire need of
some practical support.
Adi explained the problem.
“Romanians do not yet have the
concept of ministry overseas or in a
foreign country.” Pavel is one of
many dedicated young people who
leave EUO with an excellent Chris-
tian education and a heart on fire to
Andi Ban, Adi and Ema’s oldest serve the Lord, but virtually no
funds to support their ministry. Adi

nosed in Wheaton last summer as challenged us: “What would it take

Blount's disease. The outward carti{C Initiate a new program of sup-
lage around his knees developed POrting young missionaries like
faster than the inner cartilage, thus Pavel Vilcov?” .
causing the bow. He will need cor- _ 1he reality is that Romanian na-
rective surgery when he is around tionals (and indeed most foreign

12. He also has an eye problem thapationals) can live on a fraction of
is being corrected with glasses. the support needed to keep Ameri-
When Steve Evers and Bill can missionaries on the field. ITMI

Tommy, “Dad” and Eduard in Bathman were in Romania last hasnzltioonnga;[;a(\;/bereca(l)srg X];Isgiﬁgt
between Adi's busy schedule Easter, they discussed future growtt{'9 - Wep
plans for ITMI in Eastern Europe. 1€Nge on to you. “Could ITMI be-
The Ban family generally enjoys During the past few months Adi hasCoMe & platform of networking
good health, but Eduard gives caus been in contact with a former EUQ Various people and ministries, en-
for concern. His legs are slightly  student of hisPavel Vilcoy, from (Continued on page 4)
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Dear Team,

The name of our little home in Cape TowmRdanireef Why Pennireef? Well, first of all it's
unique. The “pen” in Pennireef is for the writingdve long wanted to get on with. A “reef” ac-
cording to Webster’s Encyclopedic Dictionary isridge of rocks or sand, often of coral debris,
at or near the surface of the water” — a refugeséar life. Cape Town is a peninsular city between
two oceans — Atlantic and Indian. We live just tmdes (as the crow flies) from the sea.

Secondly, I like the name. | made it up.

Harriett enjoys hosting friends for dinnerannireef

Last month Kjell Olsen and Peter Rice from KwaSiza-
bantu together with Greg Denysschen and Christo van
Eden from Jivannadi Mission were in Cape Town for a
Christian Broadcasters Convention. We had a wonder-
ful evening together.

Having lived for 25 years with our family statd
through four countries on three continents andvim t
hemispheres, separated by continents and oceans fro
our children and grandchildren, the Lord has nawse
live within 2 miles of our four youngest grandcinéd.

Believe me, they are a part of our ministry. Weigga
God for the opportunity to have a positive influemnac
their formative years.

Hospitality at Pennireef

It's great to be grandparents! | got a phaiktice other morning from Christopher, “Grandpa,
my tooth is loose!” | drove over immediately to hisuse with my
“tools.” Putting the basket on the table in frohtam, | proceeded to
unload my hammer and some surgi€ally's Harriett had provided, but
when | pulled out my Gerber pliers his eyes gollydalG. “I don't think
we'll need those Grandpa!” he said nervously. Vda'ti The tooth was
all ready for Grandpa to gently remove, and heagoiy hug for bravely
cooperating. See what you've got to look forwatdSmme of you al-
ready know.

Christopher -

At my venerable age its wonderful to haveabig preaching ministry, What's missing?

especially to youth. It always amazes me that yqewaple in Africa, hun-
gry for the Word, will listen intently to an old mahare his faith and ex-
perience of God. Good reports are still coming-amf the Summit Conference where 32 precious
souls fully surrendered to the Lord. Many delegatgeressed a desire to “Prepare for ministering
in non-Christian countries, particularly to convittislims to Christ.” Jesus is the only Way.

Yours in His grip,

Bill Bathman

P.S. Next month we have meetings in Eastern Europe.



(Continued from page 2) bread feed five thousand. Obviously Donna helps by teaching, supporting,
couraging and supporting them so those are wonderful examples of how organizing, transporting and utilizing
the kingdom of God is enlarged?” our Father chose to bring glory to him- her RN nursing skill as needed. Both

The answer is in your hands.
Please, ask the Lord about it.

self as revealed in His word. of them are allowing their little

A scenic six-hour bus ride south of “offering” of service, to enable tens
Mexico City is a wonderful old colo-  of thousands of native tribe members
nial town of Oaxaca, Mexico. Hidden to hear the gospel and in time, read

} in that town of about 500,000 inhabi- God’s word in their own heart lan-
From the Director I tants is a modern day “bag of fish and guage.
——— bread”. There is a little Christian If you have teaching skills and are

Everyone
would
like to
make a
differ-
ence

Taking the walls down as Joshua did, sionary servants to the missionaries.
or taking out the giant in such dramatic By David going to serve as an assistan

fashion as David did, would bring sat- director and multi-discipline teacher in
isfaction to just about any of us. I'd  the Oaxaca Christian School (OCS)

settle, as if it were any less a miracle, Ministry, he enables the 50+ children’s
for having my small bag of fish and parents to do what God has called ther

school that’s sole purpose is to provide being led to be used in a very real and
educational support to the children of dynamic way...outside our borders,

the many missionary families that op- give Steve Evers a call at the ITMI of-
erate out of this much needy and very fice and he can put you in contact with a
diverse area of indigenous tribes. “kingdom changing” opportunity.
Eighty-five translation teams are sup-
ported out of this regional base.

David and Donna Shaver are mis-

to do...translate and evangelize. Oaxaca Christian School

PwonpE

agrwnhE

Kristi Messick's engagement to Dave Blanch#rd.love you both!

Sufficient funds to upgrade ITMI's computesteyn.

New churches that have joined ITMI's suppeaim. Welcome aboard!

Excellence Christian Academy in Kabwe, Zamb&ebrated 7th Anniversary last month.

Harriett Bathman as she leads a women's prageapdn their Cape Town home on Fridays.
Bill as he mentors younger ministers.

The Adi Ban family in their multifaceted mitrgin Romania.

Support for Romanian missionary working in daria.

Preparation for Mission trip to Eastern Europ@pril.



